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MORE than 1,000 

ex-soldiers marched 
on Downing Street to 
demand the PM aban- 
don a “witch-hunt” 
against them. 

Hundreds of 
Northern Ire- 
land veterans 
are being . 

probed over all / ^ ' ^ 

302 killings by 
British troops f 
during the 
Troubles. 

Yet 156 IRA ter- 
rorists were freed a ' 
under the 1998 
Good 
day 
Agree- 


Voice . . vets 
in Whitehall 


1 ment — so The Sun led 
a campaign to halt the 
witch-hunt. 

Among Saturday’s pro- 
testers, many wearing 
. berets and medals, 
was Dennis 
Hutchings. 

He faces 
WkL trial this 


year accused of the 1974 
attempted murder of a man 
with learning difficulties. 

Mr Hutchings, 75, left, of 
Torpoint, Cornwall, was held 
in a dawn raid in 2015 and 
put in a Belfast cell for four 
days before being charged. 

Hundreds of others are 
still being probed. But Mr 


Hutchings, who suffers from 
chronic kidney disease, called 
for “a cut-off point”. 

He said: “It’s a disgrace to 
chase pensioners over events 
more than 40 years ago.” 

The rally was organised by 
campaign group Justice for 
Northern Ireland Veterans. 

They delivered a letter call- 


ing on Theresa May to intro- 
duce a statute of limitations 
to curtail the prosecutions. 

Northern Ireland Secretary 
James Brokenshire later 
admitted the probe is “dis- 
proportionately” focusing on 
the police and Army. 
matt.wilkinson@the-sun.co.uk 
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Heroes . . . with letter for PM 


Sturgeon 
slap after 
EU moan 

NICOLA Sturgeon was 
slapped down by the PM 
yesterday after she urged 
her to “heed the voice of 
Scotland” in Brexit talks. 

The First Minister 
wants Scotland to remain 
in the single market, due 
to the majority Remain 
vote north of the border. 

Ms Sturgeon claimed 
the Government was not 
taking Scotland’s position 
“remotely seriously”. 

But Theresa May said 
she had been tasked to 
“secure the right deal for 
the whole of the UK”. 
Ahead of a meeting today 
with leaders in Cardiff, 
the PM warned: “We will 
not agree on everything.” 

It came as a new poll 
showed 51 per cent of 
Scots do not want a sec- 
ond independence vote. 



CRACKDOWN 
ON FOREIGN 
AIDWASIERS 


By LYNN DAVIDSON, Whitehall Correspondent 

THE UK’s foreign aid department 
should be axed, one of its former 
ministers claimed yesterday. 

Grant Shapps slammed the ‘ r out of control” 
£12billion-a-year spending and called for the 
Foreign Office to take over its responsibilities. 
He said officials had 
a “worrying” ten- 
dency to “shovel cash 
out the door”. 

Mr Shapps said he 
was proud of our aid 
for the world’s poorest! 
and backed ex-PM 
David Cameron’s co- 
mmitment of 0.7 per 1 
cent GDP for aid. 

But he argued not 
all the money was 
being “spent wisely”. 
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TODAY: Dull and cloudy across 
much of the UK, patchy drizzle 
across England and Wales, rain for 
Northern Ireland, brighter and drier 
in Scotland. 

TONIGHT : A cloudy night for most 
with rain pushing eastwards, 
tending to ease off to the south 
and east giving intermittent rain. 
TOMORROW: Wet, windy morning 
across northern and western areas 
with spells of heavy rain. The rain 
will ease later, leaving showers for 
the rest of the day. In Northern 
Ireland and southern/eastern parts 
of England it will be largely cloudy 
with some showers possible. 
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To play, enter numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so each circle’s total 
equals the sum of the 4 adjacent 
squares. See p39 for solution. 



We pay for your stories 


I WE are always after good stories - and we I 
pay big money for them every day. Call our I 
newsdesk and we’ll call you straight back. I 


Call: 020 7782 4100 

or our Manchester office on: 

0161 9355351 

Text: 0742 372 0250 

email: exclusive@the-sun.co.uk 
or our Manchester office on: 

sunmanchester@theeun.co.uk 



MP Collins . . . ‘threat’ 


Web duo 
face fake 
news call 

By LYNN DAVIDSON 

MPs will ask Google and 
Facebook to create tools 
to help readers and view- 
ers identify fake news as 
part of a new inquiry. 

The Commons Culture, 
Media and Sport Com- 
mittee launched a probe 
as the volume of untrue 
stories from websites and 
other sources soared. 

Committee chair Dam- 
ian Collins said the 
inquiry was prompted by 
reports that US election 
voters were fed “propa- 
ganda and untruths”. 

He said the trend was 
“a threat to democracy”. 

Mr Collins added: 
“Consumers should be 
given tools to help them 
assess the origin and 
likely veracity of stories 
they read online.” Details 
of how to participate in 
the inquiry will be on the 
committee’s website today. 


CORRECTIONS & 
CLARIFICATIONS 


THE Sun aims to have the 
highest standards. Let us 
know if we make mistakes. 

The Sun is a founding 
member of the Independent 
Press Standards Organisation. 

To complain to us about 
the code it enforces, go to 
www.thesun.co.uk/ipso. Email 
ombudsman@the-sun.co.uk or 
write to The Sun Ombuds- 
man, 1 London Bridge 
Street, London, SE1 9GF. 

independent 
press standards 
organisation 

Assange 
in US hint 

JULIAN Assange said he 
may still go to the US — 
but only if he gets reas- 
surances over charges. 

The Wikileaks chief had 
pledged to leave London’s 
Ecuadorean embassy if 
whistleblower Chelsea 
Manning was pardoned. 

He is exiled there to 
avoid extradition over a 
rape allegation. Assange 
was asked yesterday if 
he’d keep his pledge now 
she has been pardoned. 

He did not rule out 
going “under certain cir- 
cumstances” but said “the 
ball is in the court of the 
US Justice Department”. 




Today’s 

birthdays 

HAPPY birthday to: The 
Night Manager’s Olivia 
Colman, 43, pictured, 
singer Phil Collins, 66, 
actress and political 
activist Vanessa 
Redgrave, 80, Stoke City 
footballer Peter Crouch, 
36, American Hustle star 
Christian Bale, 43, 
pictured, and actor Gene 
Hackman, 87. 


























